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2008 Sustainable Energy Symposium

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:


The 2008 Sustainable Energy Symposium on March 31 and April 1 at the University of Connecticut’s Storrs campus promises a one-day feast in the new opportunities waiting to come on-stream in the area of Alternative Energy Sources, followed by a second day of intensive limited-registration, subject-matter workshops.  University of Connecticut President Michael Hogan will introduce Monday’s convocation and present welcoming remarks: http://biodiesel.engr.uconn.edu/aboutus.html

Three Connecticut’s U.S. Representatives will highlight their efforts to energize renewable fuel development and balance energy sources in our state.  Representative DeLauro (3rd CT District) is a strong and consistent proponent of fuel technical development.  John Larson (1st CT) is a long-time supporter of the UConn Fuel Cell Center.

Joe Courtney, in just his first session (5th CT), is a vocal and active advocate for cheaper fuel and more equitable distribution of existing resources.  All Connecticut Congresspersons co-sponsored the Energy Independence and Security Act, December 2007.

The second morning session features state Senators and Representatives.  State Senators Donald Williams (of Windham, Mansfield east to Thompson) and John Fonfara (of Hartford) co-sponsored a major bill in 2007, to raise awareness in Connecticut of our energy uses and its cost structure.  This bill requires the State to follow existing Energy Star standards for all future construction, provides incentives and tax breaks for citizens to replace old furnaces and air conditioners, and extends a sales tax exemption for energy efficiency.


State Representatives James Amann (State Speaker of the House, from Milford) and Lawrence Cafero (House Republican Leader from Norwalk) also contributed to Connecticut’s 2007 Energy Bill, creating the Energy Conservation Management Board (ECMB) and the Clean Energy Fund to evaluate and recommend energy technologies.  The state Energy and Technology Committee has just reported out a bill to fund Fuel Cell use in public transit.


Afternoon breakout sessions are led by sustainable energy innovators.  In Biofuels, the discussion will range from “Second Generation Bodiesel” and Biofuel Quality to Recycled Cooking Oils and the interface between biofuels and solar energy.  Solar Energy leadership will describe emerging technologies including catalysts, nanomaterials and organic photovoltaic devices.  Private enterprise engineers and UConn researchers will describe advances in the use of fuel cells with alternate fuels and in new applications.


How agriculture supports alternative fuels has been a hot topic recently. Our panel will debate the seed crops for Connecticut and evaluate proposed cellulosic sources naturally arising or with genetic mediation. In the second afternoon session on Bioenergy Feedstock, panelists will lead discussions on the economic consequences of Bioenergy agriculture and how it can improve Connecticut’s economic future.


The second set of breakouts features Sustainable Economics.  Vincent Caprio, Executive Director of the New York NanoBusiness Alliance leads a four-panelist discussion on Investment Opportunities in Sustainable Energy.  William Leahy, Director of ECSU’s Institute for Sustainable Energy, will host a panel with Connecticut policy leadership: Elliot Ginsberg, President of the Connecticut Center for Advanced Technology, Don Downes, Chair of the state’s Department of Public Utility Control, Paul Michaud, Regulatory Director of the Connecticut Clean Energy Fund, and Ray Wilson of OPM’s Policy Development and Planning Division.  


On Tuesday, the UConn Biofuel Consortium leadership has organized six (6) workshops.  Prof. Richard Parnas will produce a 50-gallon batch of biodiesel fuel in his Biofuel Lab, describing required equipment, chemical reactions and safety precautions.  James Stuart and Paul Hoar, in Fuel Quality Testing, will (a) describe existing industry standards, and (b) demonstrate Spectrometry and Gas Chronometry testing equipment 


In the Fuel Cell workshop, Ugur Passaogullari will present the basic electrochemistry and thermodynamics of fuel cell operation.  He will promote low temperature fuel cells with polymer based electrolytes and describe innovation in this field.  A separate afternoon session, led by Alevtina Smirnova, will describe analysis techniques plus assembly using screen-printing and hot-pressing of MEAs.


The Biofuels Industry workshop led by William Leahy will provide an opportunity to question innovators and state officials on a range of issues from OPM initiatives to State Fire and Building Codes.  The separate afternoon session on Sustainable Energy Financing will present perspectives by an Investor, an Entrepreneur and an Attorney.  Konstantine Drakonakis has assembled a broad-ranging panel who understand Capital Sources, grant writing and how to pitch a proposal to investors.

Participant fee for Monday is $50 for adults, $20 for non-UConn students, and free to UConn students.  Most Tuesday workshops cost $100, while the Fuel Cell Assembly workshop costs $150.  Please see website for more details:  http://biodiesel.engr.uconn.edu/
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