
Itôs All About Scale 

Producing Biodiesel from 

Recycled Cooking Oils



What is Sustainability?
Small Scale (under 500,000 gals)

ÅCollecting a local waste 

product

ÅFor the local production  of 

biodiesel

ÅTo be consumed by the 

local community

Benefits

ÅEnvironmental

ïCradle to cradle

ÅEconomic

ïCheaper feedstock source

ïMoney stays in the community



What Needs to be in Place for a 

Business of This Scale?

1. Local feedstock source

2. Appropriately scaled equipment & space for production 

facility

3. On-Spec biodiesel
Å ASTM D 6751

4. A local market



Local Feedstock Source

Å Collecting recycled vegetable oil is almost a 

separate business

Å Relationships with restaurant partners is key

ïUnderstanding used vegetable oil from their 

perspective- messy waste stream they donôt 

want to think about

ïGreen certification programs

ïAn initiative supported by their staff and 

patrons

ïCo-marketing opportunities

ïñChainò restaurants can participate locally 

and Corporate office is excited by backing a 

green initiative 



Equipment & Space
ÅOvercame complications caused by poor engineering of 

an ñoff-the-shelfò small scale production unit.

ÅEnd result, build it ourselves by sourcing used 

equipment

ÅFocus on pretreatment

ÅFind a location with good neighbors

ïSewage treatment plant

ïNavy base



Equipment & Space

Constant search for better solutions to messy problems


