
òItõs not easy being green!ó
~Kermit the Frog

Twelve Steps to a 
Sustainable Campus

Teaching and Research
Through education and training, 
schools can prepare students for 
a lifetime of sustainable living.

Purchasing and Administrative 
Services
School systems are large -scale 
consumers and can use their 
buying power to encourage 
demand for environmentally 
responsible products.

Solid Waste Reduction and Recycling
School systems generate large amounts of solid waste, 
which is disposed of in costly and environmentally 
irresponsible ways. By implementing a comprehensive 
recycling and waste reduction programs, schools can 
minimize their waste stream.

Energy Conservation
Energy budgets constitute a large portion of the 
operation costs of many school systems. Many 
new technologies can allow schools to control and 
mange these costs more effectively.

Energy Purchasing
School systems are large 
scale electric consumers 
and can minimize their 
environmental impact by 
implementing power saving 
technologies and utilizing 
renewable energy sources.

Water and Waste Water
School systems consume large amounts of 
water on a daily basis. By adopting ògreenó 
practices, schools can reduce their intake of 
water and outflow of pollutants.

Transportation 
New technologies give school
systems many options when
addressing their transportation
needs. They can reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by
reducing the number of bus trips
on campus and by buying ògreenó
vehicles when upgrading their
vehicle fleet. 

Campus Grounds and Land Use
Many school systems have different school campuses that encompass 
numerous acres and ecosystems. The concepts of sustainable 
development should be incorporated into campus designs to preserve 
and study these diverse ecosystems.

New Construction
Many school systems are 
frequently upgrading and 
expanding their 
facilities. They can save 
money and diminish their 
environmental impact by 
using new energy 
efficiency and waste 
management 
technologies during 
these upgrades.

Food and Food Services
School students consume large 
quantities of food in cafeterias.  
Schools  should use healthy 
environmental practices when 
developing their food service plans.

Hazardous Materials
School systems produce and uses many toxic substances, 
and are obligated by governmental regulations to dispose 
of and handle these substances properly. By 
implementing environmentally friendly products, schools 
can reduce costs and limit environmental impact on
and off campus.
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Campus Planning 
and Design
School systems need 
to develop long-term 
plans that incorporate 
sustainable principles. 
By doing this they can 
save money and 
reduce environmental 
impact.


